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Covid-19 Supplementary Risk Assessment
Guidance

Purpose

This document is intended for anyone who has responsibility for music-making in education settings.  It 
provides suggested control measures and prompts to think about specific local circumstances.  Please 
note that it is not intended to cover all risks associated with any activity: it looks only at additional 
measures to minimise transmission Covid-19.  Existing risk assessments still apply.

This is not a complete document: users must adapt the content to fit local circumstances and to comply 
with individual organisations’ safety management systems.  Legal responsibility for any activity rests with 
the person or organisation in charge.

Assessing the risks

Remember that assessing risk is about understanding hazards and can never expect to eliminate all 
possibility of harm.

The standard is to identify reasonably foreseeable risks.  We know that the extreme outcome of this 
infection is death or long-term health detriment but both are unusual outcomes in children and younger 
adults.  The reasonably foreseeable risk here is the spread of Covid-19 virus.

If the activity happens in a health setting or participants are known to have underlying health 
(particularly respiratory) issues, you will need to account for this at an activity or individual level.

Control measures should be reasonable and proportionate.  Remember that the person most at risk 
may be the adult leading the activity: this is not just about the children.  As death rates increase with 
age, it may be reasonable and proportionate to have more or fewer controls depending on their age and 
definitely depending on their general health.

Control measures

Many control measures need cost little, if anything, to put in place, so consider behavioural or 
procedural measures (a Safe System of Work) before specifying equipment.  Do bear in mind the cost of 
staff time however.

Enable and encourage

Risk assessment is a positive process which enables activity.  Music Mark and its members want children 
to be able to make music.  The safest classroom music-making is no music-making but that is deeply 
undesirable and it still does not mean nobody will catch the virus.  Music Mark hopes this document will 
help music educators to make the case for playing musical instruments and singing in education, 
whatever the setting’s risk appetite and local circumstances.
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Description of activity

State what the activity is.  If specific to a group, school or situation, provide details such as where it takes 
place (site, space, room) numbers involved, equipment and who leads the activity.

References to related risk assessments
If there is a pre-existing risk assessment for this activity, refer to it here.
You may particularly want to refer to risk assessments for physical contact, close physical proximity, 
personal care, manual handling and any personalised risk assessments you have for individuals (students 
or staff).  Risk assessments relating to use of non-specialist equipment and/or musical instruments may 
also be relevant.

Existing control measures
These are the things you already do, or are inherent in the activity, that reduce the risks.

Hazard Who is at risk? Control measure(s) Who is 
responsible?

1 Airborne transmission Students
Tutors
Support staff

Close contact with students means 
that people will breathe high 
concentrations of bioaerosols, 
even in a well-ventilated room.  
What controls are there for this?

2 Person-to-person 
transmission

Students
Tutors
Support staff

Consider measures to control 
infection by contact (either way) 
with bodily fluids.

3 Person-to-person 
transmission

Students
Tutors
Support staff

What support is there for the tutor 
or session leader?  Is this sufficient 
to assure hygiene and to help 
control the group?

4 Surface transmission Students
Tutors
Support staff

How are handling and control 
surfaces sanitised between uses?  
Is the normal sanitation routine 
sufficient?  What is already in 
place?
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5 Surface transmission Students Are instruments and equipment 
are cleaned between sessions?
State how items are cleaned or 
which guidelines are followed (see 
Music Unlocked for advice and 
further links).

6 Surface transmission Students Is it practical to clean instruments 
and pass them between students 
during a session?
Could each student have a set of 
resources prepared for their 
individual use instead?
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Initial risk rating
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Additional control measures
These are new measures identify to reduce the risk rating.  It is usually easier (and it is perfectly 
acceptable) to reduce the likelihood of harm rather than the severity.

It is not necessary to implement additional control measures for every hazard identified.  Prioritise the 
hazards you have identified and ensure that control measures are reasonable and proportionate.

Hazard Who is at risk? Control measure(s) Who is 
responsible?

1 Person-to-person 
transmission

Students How is the group set out?  Sitting 
students back-to-back or side-by-
side is considered safer than the 
traditional circle.

2 Airborne transmission Students
Tutors
Support staff

Are masks or visors for adults 
appropriate?

3 Surface transmission Students What instruments or equipment 
are you using?  Can you avoid 
instruments with sound holes or 
parts which are harder to sanitise?

4 Surface transmission Would gloves help for adults or 
students?
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Residual Risk rating

How likely is the activity to result 
in actual harm (1-5)?
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Risk rating: 1-6 Green Monitor to ensure control measures are implemented 
consistently and that the rating remains valid.

8-12 Amber Try to identify additional controls to reduce the risk.  Ensure 
that control measures are implemented consistently and look 
to improve by the next review.

15-25 Red Cease this activity until additional controls can be put in place 
to manage the risk.

Date communicated to staff/volunteers:

Signed: Date:

Name: Position:

Remember:
⦁ This is a legal document: you must do (or ensure that people working for you do) what you say in it.
⦁ Risk assessments must be reviewed at least annually or when there is an incident, i.e.  in this case, if 

someone falls ill after taking part in the activity.
⦁ For the purposes of Health & Safety, if you have not recorded it, you have not done it.
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